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The Court is currently in the process of revising its Local Rules of Practice. However,
pending revision, publication, and final approval of the new Local Rules, it is necessary to
address the conduct of temporary custody and visitation hearings in private cases. Specifically,
the Court is concerned that, in many of these temporary hearings, attorneys are calling numerous
witnesses in addition to the parties, resulting in lengthy hearings consuming much of the Court's
time. While the Court appreciates the need for attorneys to present relevant cvidence, the Court
also recognizes that allowing lengthy temporary hearings for some litigants necessarily results in
fewer available temporary hearing dates for all other litigants. Furthermore, the Court is mindful
of the fact that the very purpose of femporary hearings is to provide the parties with quick and
easy access to the Court to obtain interim relief pending the full litigation of the case at the final
hearing.

Therefore, in the interest of judicial economy, the Court hereby adopts the following
rules for all private temporary custody and visitation hearings, pending final approval of the
revised Local Rules of Practice:

1. Only the parties may testify, unless a formal motion and proposed witness list is
filed with the Juvenile Court Clerk and provided 1o opposing counsel (or party, if pro se) at least
seventy-two (72) hours prior to the hearing:

2, If a timely motion is filed pursuant to paragraph 1, supra, the Court may. for good
cause shown, hear from additional witnesses. However, the parties shall testify first, and the
Court may, in its discretion, hear from the additional witnesses following the parties' testimony,
time permitting.

A copy of this Order shall be placed in the attorneys' boxes in the Clerk's office. In
addition, this Order shall be posted on the Court's website.

IT IS SO ORDERED.
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