


Regulations

Maintenance &
Chemicals

Pool, Jacuzzi and Fountain wastewater and rain water
runoff (also called stormwater) that reach streets can
enter the storm drain and be conveyed directly into
local streams, rivers and lakes.

A storm drain’s purpose is to prevent flooding by
carrying rain water away from developed areas. Storm
drains are not connected to sanitary sewers systems
and treatment plants!

Wastewater, from residential swimming pools, Jacuzzis,
fishponds and fountains, often contains chemicals
used for sanitizing or cleansing purposes. Toxic
chemicals (such as chlorine or copper-based
algaecides) may pollute the environment when
discharged into a storm drain system.

The Cities and County of Riverside have adopted
ordinances that prohibit the discharge of wastewater
to the street and storm drain system.

Regulatory requirements for discharging wastewater
from your pool may differ from city to city. Chlorinated
water should not be discharged into the street, storm
drain or surface waters. Check with your water agency
to see if disposal to the sanitary sewer line is allowed for
pool discharges (see reverse for Riverside County
sewer agencies).

If allowed, a hose can be run from the pool Jacuzzi, or
fountain to the private sewer cleanout, washing

machine drain or a sink or bathtub.
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If you cannot discharge to the sewer, you may drain
your fountain, pool, or jacuzzi to your landscaping by

following these guidelines:

First, reduce or eliminate solids (e.g. debris, leaves or
dirt) in the pool water and allow the chemicals in the
pool water to dissipate before draining the pool (this
could take up to 7 days, verify using a home pool test
kit).

Second, slowly drain to a landscaped area away from
buildings or structures. Control the flow to prevent
soil erosion; it may take more than one day to empty.
Do not allow sediment to enter the street, gutter or
storm drain.

Cleaning Filters Ty

Filter rinse water and backwash must be

discharged to the sanitary sewer, on-site

septic tank and drain field system (if

properly designed and adequately sized), .

or a seepage pit. Alternatively, rinse .:
water or backwash may be diverted to landscaped or
dirt areas. Filter media and other non-hazardous solids
should be picked up and disposed of in the trash.

Algaecides

Avoid using copper-based algaecides unless absolutely
necessary. Control algae with chlorine, organic
polymers or other alternatives to copper-based pool
chemicals. Copper is a heavy metal that can be toxic
to aquatic life when you drain your pool.

Chemical Storage and Handling

@ Use only the amount indicated on product labels

@ Store chlorine and other chemicals in a covered
area to prevent runoff. Keep out of reach of
children and pets.

@ Chlorine kits, available at retail swimming pool
equipment and supply stores, should be used to
monitor the chlorine and pH levels before
draining your pool.

@ Chlorine and other pool chemicals should never
be allowed to flow into the gutter or storm drain
system.

Take unwanted chemicals to a Househol
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection
Event. There’s no cost for taking
HHW items to collection events —
it's FREE! Call 1-800-506-2555
for a schedule of HHW events in
your community.




